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Topic:  Windows 7 Deep Dive:   Wondering what the Windows 7 hype is all 

about? Wanting to deploy but did not know where to get started. Heard about Direct 

Access and Branch Cache? What about Homegroup, Media features? This session is 

for the hands-on geek in you. Come hear Doug Miller and Sumeeth Evans speak on 

Windows 7 and get all your questions answered in this session.  

 

Zoo Conservation Outreach: Did you know the Indianapolis Zoo is the largest 

non-profit Zoo in the country? As we do every year, this year IWUG wants to reach 

out to the Indianapolis Zoo and help support them. We will have some cool animals 

from the Zoo and hear a brief presentation. Read more here. 

 

Meet The Sponsors: Did you know that IWUG cannot be where we are if not for 

our wonderful sponsors. This year we will get a chance to meet them and when we 

do, please say "thank you" for supporting IWUG.  

 

Speaker: 

Doug Miller, Practice Architect - CDW. 5 years with CDW serving as Consultant and 

architect, currently Practice Architect for Monitoring and Management.  Responsible 

for solutions around System Center, Virtualization, and Windows Client.  Previously 

owned SQL and Windows Server as well.  One of 20 members worldwide of Micro-

soft Infrastructure Partner Advisory Council, presents regularly at Microsoft events 

such as MMS and Tech ED.  Previously was desktop Architect for $5 Bil produce and 

manufacturing company managing over 14K desktops around the world. 
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Agenda: 

5:30 - 6:30 Pizza / Social Time / Zoo 

6:30 - 8:15 Windows 7 Deep Dive 

8:15 - 8:30 Q&A / Door Prizes 
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 Upgrading to Windows 7 

NOTE: Upgrading to Windows 7 requires a valid copy of 

Windows XP or Vista.  Attempting to install and activate 

Windows 7 Upgrade licenses without the prerequisites is 

in violation of the Terms of Service. 

Last issue we discussed the differences between the 

two methods of upgrading to Windows 7, the up-

grade and the clean install.  The Clean Install method 

is definitely the better way to go, once you have 

used Microsoftõs tools to migrate your data to an 

external hard drive and then formatting the drive.  It 

is also the only way to upgrade from Windows XP 

or across different versions of Vista (32-bit to 64-bit 

for example). 

Unfortunately, Microsoft has been very quiet about 

the details behind this and activation, if and when it 

will work and what you need to be aware of before 

starting your migration process using these methods.  

Vista had some issue with regard to doing this as 

well and while Microsoft has fixed some of them, 

they hadnõt gone out of their way to let anyone 

know the exact details of the process a user would 

need to go through. 

Luckily, some interested bloggers like Paul Thurrott 

and Ed Bott who have been pressing Microsoft for 

this information during the summer have worked out 

how a user should upgrade using a Clean Install 

method that will ensure activation will occur.  These 

steps will be detailed in this article to ensure that 

everyone has them in hand before sitting down at 

their computers and starting their upgrades. 

First, if you can, upgrading from within the original 

operating system is the safest method. Windows will 

always activate if you start the process from within 

an XP or Vista installation. 

Second, if you boot from the DVD and there is an 

existing installation of Windows XP or Vista on the 

drive, Windows 7 will always activate.  There was a 

bug in Windows Vista that it would check for compli-

ance of the upgrade requirements happening after a 

format of the hard drive, so if you would boot to 

DVD, format the drive and then try to activate later, 

it would fail because it didnõt detect an existing Win-

dows XP installation during the upgrade process.  

This has been fixed so now it does the check as soon 

as the upgrade process starts, allowing you to format 

the drive at this point and still getting ôcreditõ for hav-

ing an older valid OS on the system. 

Third, the old ôinstall and upgradeõ method of install-

ing Windows 7 will work just like it did with Win-

dows Vista, but it is a long process.  However, it will 

work and is supported by Microsoft just in case 

something does go wrong during other upgrade 

methods that have been tried.  I wouldnõt recommend 

this as the direction to start out with, but when all 

else fails, as they say. 

Fourth, there is a registry ôhackõ that is technically not 

supported by Microsoft, but it has been reported that 

Microsoft has been giving this information out to peo-

ple who call in with problems in the upgrade process 

to get them going again.  If you open regedit and point 

to the key: HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE/Software/

Microsoft/Windows/CurrentVersion/Setup/OOBE/, 

you will see an entry for MediaBootInstall.  Change 

this value from a ô1õ to a ô0õ.  Then type in the com-

mand slmgr /rearm.  Wait for a completion dialog and 

then reboot, this will allow you to activate the instal-

lation. 
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IWUG.NET 

   The Indiana Windows User 
Group (IWUG) is a group of 
individuals wishing to maxi-
mize their common experi-
ence, namely the use of Micro-
soft Windows in the business 
realm.  Aimed at helping IT 
Professionals and Students. 

   IWUG is the place to be if 
you want to learn more about 
Windows Server 2008, net-
work with IT professionals and 
students, discuss challenging 
technical issues, review Win-
dows best practices, see first-
hand the value of certification, 
or simply hang out with peers. 

MEETINGS 

COST:  FREE 

BI-MONTHLY 
Starting In January 

3rd Thursday of the month 

 

DOORS OPEN 
5:30 PM 

FREE PIZZA 

LOCATION 
500 E. 96th St. 

Indianapolis, IN 46240 
SEE MAP - BACK COVER 

 

FOUNDERS 

Bob Roudebush,  Andrew Taylor,  
Chris Brown,  Jimmy May,  Kevin 
Naylor,  Dan Schultz,  Jay 
Schultz,  Ben Smith,  Phil Smith, 
and  Pete Zarras. 

YEAR FOUNDED: 

2003 

EMAIL 

Sumeeth Evans 
info@iwug.net 

Sponsorship 
sponsor@iwug.net 

Newsletter 
newsletter@iwug.net 
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INDIANA WINDOWS USER GROUP  

www.iwug.net 

Donôt forget about 

the forums! 

www.iwug.net/

forums 

Facebook:  http://

www.tinyurl.com/cn5r6h 

Twitter:  http://

twitter.com/iwug 

Indiana Windows User Group 

 

Of course, there are other things that you should know about the Windows 7 upgrade process that will help 

you understand why these methods work.  They are: 

 

A Recovery partition will never count towards an upgrade. 

 

If a clean install doesnõt work, Microsoft wants you to call them immediately so that they can help 

you get it resolved and determine what failed in the process to help them ensure it doesnõt happen to others. 

 

The Full and Upgrade media are identical.  The only difference between the two installations is the 

product key.  So if you have media that is a full install, you can still use it to do an upgrade, as long as you 

have a valid upgrade product key. 

In all cases, if you run into any issues with the upgrade process, please to call Microsoft and let them know, 

by all reports they are doing a good job of getting calls to them turned out very quickly and solving any prob-

lems that people may be having resolved with very little issue.  As long as you are only installing the product 

on one computer, there should be no issue in getting you fixed up and on your way to enjoying the best ver-

sion of Microsoft Windows that the company has ever released! 

Continued from page 2 
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FOUNDERS Brad Jones & Bill Hatfield, 

OFFICERS: Bradley Jones, Bob Walker, Bill Hatfield, David Lein-
inger, Gary Walker, Dan Rigsby, Jim Ellis, John Thomas 

YEAR FOUNDED:2001 

EMAIL Brad Jones, AdvertisingðSponsorship Brad@IndyNDA.org 
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MEETINGS 

COST:  FREE 

MONTHLY 

2nd Thursday 

DOORS OPEN 
5:30 PM 

FREE PIZZA 

DOOR PRIZES:  YE$ 

LOCATION 

The Junior Achievement 
Building 

7435 North Keystone 
Ave 

Indianapolis, IN 46240 

IndyNDA.com 

   The Indianapo-

lis .NET Developers 

Association is a user 

group for Developers 

and IT Professionals.  

   The Indianapo-

lis .NET Developer 

Association (IndyNDA) 

is Indianapolis' .NET 

user group. We are an 

organized group of 

professional software 

developers in the Indi-

anapolis area with a 

specific interest in Mi-

crosoft's .NET tech-

nologies. 

www.indynda.com 

SPIN  

Sponsors 

SPINôs website: 

http://spin.spindiana.com/ 

SPIN 

Cost: FREE 

BI-MONTHLY 

Starting in February 

3rd Wednesday 

DOORS OPEN 

6:00 PM 

LOCATION 

500 East 96th Street, 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

46240 

(Microsoftôs office) 

http://spin.spindiana.com/
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NOTES: 



   IWUGôs sponsors 

have been extremely 

important in getting 

things off the 

groundðwithout 

them, IWUG would 

still be a bunch of 

geeks on a steering 

committee sitting 

around twice a 

month trying to start 

a user group!  Show 

your support for 

them by using their 

product/services if 

you are in needð

and by recruiting 

new sponsors if you 

run into someone 

that would be inter-

ested in supporting 

IWUG. 

Our Beloved Sponsors 

Did you bring a Friend? 

 

FREE PIZZA ! 

Microsoft Office 
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